
 



grand per child in school expenses, fees, and supplies (http://huntington-
ir.com/ne/news/hban072915.htm). High school can be as much as $1500 per year for each 
student  

 

-

income parent, keep reading; there will be options and resources for you too. 

 

 

for in Public School 
 

You may be surprised to learn about how much each parent is expected to buy for each child in 

school. Much of this is due to less funding for public schools and also simply technological 

advances and an unwillingness for local governments to raise taxes to pay for the additional 

expenses.  

  

Books: Often you will need to pay book fees for your child to get to use the books at school. 

Some schools now have the option of electronic books that your child will keep on a tablet, but 

others still have regular books.  

 

Each district and school within the district is often very different. The fees can be as little as a 

hundred dollars per child, and in some cases, much more. A parent in Indiana reported 

spending more than a thousand dollars in book fees for her five kids: 

http://indianapublicmedia.org/stateimpact/2014/09/24/textbook-fees/ 

So, remember, it all adds up. 

 

Uniforms: Many public schools require that students wear their uniform. This can become an 

of $100. And your child will need more than one to be clean. Even schools that do not require 

uniforms have outfits they expect your child to buy for gym class or PE. 

 

Instruments: 

or renting the instruments. Depending on which one your child ends up playing (which without 

$100 a month to rent from a local rent shop. 

 

Electronics: Some schools require that your child has a laptop or tablet or both. It depends on 

your area. Often the schools supply them, but charge a fee for using them. You can usually use 


